Brief Biographical Information – Dr. Cathann Kress

Cathann Kress, Ph.D., provides national leadership for youth development issues within the Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service (CSREES), in the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).  She joined CSREES in October 2002, after serving as Assistant Director for Cornell Cooperative Extension and State 4-H Leader in New York.  Dr. Kress also served as State Youth Development Specialist for Iowa State University Extension, primarily serving as a violence prevention consultant for schools and began her Extension career as a 4-H Youth Development Educator in Benton and Tama counties in Iowa.  Dr. Kress provides national leadership for youth development research, education and program implementation, which includes providing information, resources, and support related to current and relevant youth issues; oversight for training for youth-serving professionals; support for the development of curriculum and materials related to current youth issues and administration of competitive grants programs.  She co-authored the book, Key Resources on Student Services as well as the annual guides, Understanding the Iowa Youth Survey Data:  A Practical Guide for Schools and Communities.  Prior experience includes teacher training and education for gifted students.  Dr. Kress lives in Southern Maryland with her husband and three children.

