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Abstract

At the December 3, 2010, quarterly meeting of the Coordinating Council on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (Council), Council members heard a report from the Council’s Executive Committee about the status of the draft recommendations from the Council’s four issue teams (Tribal Youth and Juvenile Justice, Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Juvenile Justice and Related Systems, Juvenile Reentry and Transition to Adulthood, and Education and At-Risk Youth). Council agencies and Council members were asked to provide written feedback regarding the draft recommendations by January 18, 2011.
Council members heard a presentation from David Whittaker, Howard Lathan, and Jerry Campbell about the Chicago Area Project, an organization that for the past 75 years has worked to reduce juvenile crime and delinquency through the development and support of local community self-help efforts in high-needs communities.
In addition, Council members heard agency announcements and updates.
The action item emanating from the meeting is as follows: 
· All comments on the draft recommendations from the consolidated issue team report are due to Robin-Delany Shabazz by January 18, 2010.  
Meeting Summary

Welcome, Introductions, Preview of Agenda
Jeff Slowikowski, Acting Administrator, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ); Vice Chair, Coordinating Council 

Jeff Slowikowski convened the quarterly meeting of the Coordinating Council on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (Council) and announced that Attorney General Eric Holder, Jr., was unable to attend due to illness. Mr. Slowikowski, who chaired the meeting in the Attorney General’s absence, welcomed participants and members of the public, asked Council members to introduce themselves, and reviewed the meeting agenda. 
Executive Committee Report Out and Discussion
Jeff Slowikowski
Mr. Slowikowski reported that the Council’s Executive Committee met immediately before this quarterly public meeting. At the earlier meeting, co-chairs of the Council’s four issue teams (Tribal Youth and Juvenile Justice, Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Juvenile Justice and Related Systems, Juvenile Reentry and Transition to Adulthood, and Education and At-Risk Youth) presented their draft recommendations. Cross-cutting recommendations identified by the teams include:
· Institutionalize the cross-agency work that the Council is doing around these four issues.

· Promote more effective sharing of data across Federal departments to better serve the public.

· Emphasize a client-centered approach.

Mr. Slowikowski thanked the issue teams for their excellent work and referred participants to their meeting packets for a complete list of the teams’ draft recommendations. He invited practitioner members to comment on the recommendations. Judge Gordon Martin observed that the recommendations can be made more readable and said he will submit written suggestions. 

Mr. Slowikowski reported that OJJDP is seeking feedback from all Council agencies and Council members on the draft recommendations. Written comments are due January 18, 2011. The final recommendations and final report will be presented for approval at the Council’s first quarterly meeting in 2011. Once approved, this document will become the Council’s 2010 Annual Report to Congress. 

Mr. Slowikowski reported that the Executive Committee also heard a presentation from the Federal Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice about their 2010 Annual Report to Congress, discussed Attorney General Holder’s proposal for staffing continued coordination among Council agencies, and discussed hosting Council meetings by agencies other than OJJDP.

Chicago Area Project
David Whittaker, Executive Director; Howard Lathan, Associate Executive Director; Jerry Campbell, Grant and Contract Manager
David Whittaker provided an overview of the Chicago Area Project (CAP), an organization that for the past 75 years has worked to reduce juvenile crime and delinquency through the development and support of local community self-help efforts in high-needs communities. To address neighborhood problems and their root causes, CAP uses a three-pronged approach:

1. Community organizing: identifying local leaders and supporting their efforts to mobilize residents to address neighborhood issues.
2. Direct services: providing educational, cultural, and recreational programming.

3. Advocacy: providing training and technical assistance to build community capacity to serve youth and families; and engaging in public policy efforts related to juvenile justice, minority health, and child welfare issues.
Mr. Whittaker referred meeting participants to their packets for background information about CAP and its programs. He mentioned several specific programs, including the Youth Development Practitioner Certification Program (a partnership between CAP, Harold Washington College, and the City of Chicago to train youth workers); the Illinois Area Project (a partnership of more than 400 community and faith-based organizations throughout Chicago and the State of Illinois); and collaborative efforts to relocate victims of Hurricane Katrina, register children in the Illinois All Kids Health Insurance Program, and educate youth on transmission of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases.
Howard Lathan presented an example of how CAP’s efforts have benefitted local communities. On Chicago’s West Side, a neighborhood with high crime and delinquency rates, “Major” James Adams mobilized hundreds of neighborhood youth for a music program (Hornets Drum Corp); mobilized public housing residents, homeowners, churches, and schools to form the Youth Services Committee of the West Side; created a neighborhood mentoring and leadership development system resulting in successful alumni who give back to the community; and partnered with local leadership to create several economic and community development projects. In addition to working with youth, these collaborative programs seek to address some of the root causes of delinquency (e.g., programs to help fathers connect with their children, low-income housing to reduce homelessness, and employment training programs). These community efforts have resulted in lower dropout rates, truancy, and juvenile arrest rates. Mr. Lathan said that, as a teenager growing up in this community, he personally benefitted from trusting, caring adults who provided support and engaged youth in meaningful activities.
Jerry Campbell discussed how CAP evaluates its work. Initially, CAP engages community members to conduct a needs assessment, identifying neighborhood concerns and community resources. Findings from the needs assessment determine the types of programs and services that are provided to address the community’s concerns. After programs and services are implemented, CAP evaluates its work by asking:
· Has the neighborhood taken an active role in development and operation of the program?

· Has the community assumed responsibility for meeting its own identified issues?

· Have residents become aware of negative issues impacting the community?

· Have residents begun to identify and use community resources to deal with these issues?

· Have there been changes in community attitudes that promote the welfare of children?

· Have the services and programs had an impact on attitudes and conduct of participants?
Mr. Campbell said that CAP’s work is sustained by active involvement of community stakeholders (volunteers, committed alumni, and youth) and practitioners who are trained in positive youth development.

Council members viewed a video about the South Shore Drill Team, a CAP affiliate that serves more than 350 young people each year. In addition to training at-risk youth in precision drilling and dance, the organization provides educational support, employment training, financial assistance, leadership development, and court diversion programs to help young people turn their lives around.

Mr. Slowikowski thanked the panel for their presentation. He commented that the video is a great demonstration of the importance of caring adults in the lives of young people.
Agency Announcements and Updates
Mr. Slowikowski asked participants for announcements and updates from their agencies.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
Martha Moorehouse, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation; Larke Huang, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
· HHS recently unveiled Healthy People 2020, the nation’s new 10-year goals for health promotion and disease prevention. Written information about the initiative is included in the meeting materials.
· Following passage of the Tribal Law and Order Act, SAMHSA completed a Memorandum of Understanding with DOJ’s Office of Justice Programs for SAMHSA to take the lead role in interagency coordination and collaboration around tribal substance abuse programs. 
· SAMHSA has been collaborating with DOJ in support of the Children Exposed to Violence/Defending Childhood Initiative. 

· SAMHSA is collaborating with other Federal agencies to host the December 16 Joint Meeting on Adolescent Treatment Effectiveness.
· Additional announcement from HHS are included in the meeting materials.

OJJDP

Jeff Slowikowski
· OJJDP has awarded a contract to the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) to conduct a study of the impact of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act. Betty Chemers of NAS will contact Council members to learn their perspectives on this issue.
Adjournment
Jeff Slowikowski
Mr. Slowikowski thanked participants for attending and adjourned the meeting 1:10 p.m.
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