Mayor Landrieu, Criminal and Juvenile Justice Reform
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Mitch Landrieu was sworn in as the 61st Mayor of New Orleans. He has pledged to usher in a new era of peace and prosperity for the people of New Orleans. In his first 100 days in office, the Mayor has made great strides to improve the lives of citizens and change the way business is done at City Hall by reforming the police department, balancing the city’s budget and investing in key infrastructure projects. 
The Mayor’s governing philosophy is deeply rooted in his Jesuit education, where he became committed to service. He took this ethic of service first to the State Legislature where for sixteen years he represented New Orleans as a State Representative and then to Louisiana’s Lt Governor’s office where he served for six years leading juvenile justice reform effort.

In 2003, Landrieu championed the passage of the Juvenile Justice Reform Act which created the Louisiana Juvenile Justice Implementation Commission (JJIC). As Lt. Governor and Chair of the JJIC, Landrieu drove the transformation of the state's juvenile justice system through the development and execution of policy to revamp the probation and parole systems for youth offenders. The JJIC also established violence prevention programs, post-hurricane mental health programs, and a study of the link between domestic abuse and juvenile delinquency.

Upon taking office as Mayor, Landrieu continued to make criminal and juvenile justice reform a top priority as he immediately entered into a partnership with the Department of Justice. Now, the full weight of the federal government has been brought to bear in the effort to completely reform the New Orleans Police Department. He initiated a community led, national search for a new Chief of Police and reorganized the police department so there were fewer officers behind desks and more on the streets. The Mayor opened COMSTAT meetings to the public, held public meetings in each Councilmember’s district, and every month joins the Chief of Police on crime walks across the city. The goal is transparency and trust between the police department and the people they serve and protect. 

As Mayor, Landrieu has initiated a new, comprehensive approach to juvenile justice. This approach requires a multi-dimensional effort that focuses on prevention and rehabilitation measures coupled with wrap-around services to best support our city’s youth and families. The Mayor is working with Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana, Annie E. Casey's Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative Program, and the Juvenile Court to better manage the detention population and offer alternatives to incarceration.  The City is also getting ahead of the problem by transforming its recreation department – the Mayor is rebuilding parks, playgrounds and pools so every child can have a safe place to learn and play. Most importantly the Mayor has closely partnered with New Orleans public schools to help improve access to a high quality education. 

New Orleans has a long way to go but progress is being made every day. At this moment, we are the center for innovation in America and will be the model for criminal and juvenile justice reform. 
