Summaries of Council Inter-Agency Agreements, Round Two
Robin Delany-Shabazz serves as the Project Officer for the Coordinating Council through the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) for all agreements. 
Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS)
Effective August 15, 2008, the Coordinating Council has made available $20,000 to CNCS to create a web presence for the Federal Mentoring Council (FMC), an interagency working group on mentoring chaired by CNCS’s CEO that includes federal, state and local, public and private representation.  The Federal Mentoring Council has the ambitious goal to increase the number of available mentors for disadvantaged youth by 2,000,000 over the next five years.  Representatives from OJJDP and other Coordinating Council member agencies serve on the inter agency Mentoring Working Group to help inform policy, set priorities, and offer expert guidance on issues or concerns around national mentoring efforts. The National Mentoring Working Group also provides key insights on successes, challenges, and innovative practices in the field.   Kristin McSwain serves as the CNCS Project Officer for this agreement. 

 

UPDATE: The FMC is currently evaluating the best location for the interactive page, which will include articles, papers, program evaluations, and research from practitioners and the field.  The site, tentatively scheduled to launch in spring 2009, will also contain a record of FMC meetings and initiatives.  The FMC site will link to other federal youth agency websites including that of the Coordinating Council and of the Interagency Working Group on Federal Youth Programs.  

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
Effective September 1, 2008, the Coordinating Council has made available $125,000 to the NEA to support model Shakespeare  theater programming designed to help at-risk youth -- particularly those who might otherwise be involved in gangs -- acquire knowledge and understanding of and skills in the arts to conjunction with the goals of OJJDP’s Gang Reduction Program.   The programming will build on the previous OJJDP – NEA partnership and is centered on engaging at-risk youth in Shakespeare theatre programming.  Sarah Cunningham serves as the NEA Project Officer for this agreement. 

UPDATE: On December 1, 2008, the National Endowment for the Arts released its 2009-2010 Shakespeare in American Communities: Shakespeare for a New Generation Request for Proposals.  A national theater initiative bringing performances, educational activities, and educational toolkits to audiences across the country, Shakespeare in American Communities this year, with funding from the OJJDP, includes optional Shakespeare Programming for At-Risk Youth.  Under this component, nonprofit professional theater companies applying for a regular Shakespeare in American Communities grant may request an additional $10,000 for work to reach juvenile offenders (see relevant RFP language below).  The application deadline is January 23, 2009; selections will be announced in April 2009 and project activities will occur between June 1, 2009 and May 31, 2010.  The full RFP is available at http://www.shakespeareinamericancommunities.org/about/apply.shtml
Department of Labor
Effective September 1, 2008, the Coordinating Council has made available $100,000 in funds to Labor to support continuation and enhancement of the coordination of federal resources for disadvantaged youth, particularly in connection with the Shared Youth Vision initiative.  Labor’s Division of Youth Services will use these funds specifically to provide inter-agency support for state and local efforts to assess youth-related policies, programs, funding streams, indicators and data.  The goal is to improve youth outcomes through coordinated investment of Federal, state and local funds.  A cross-agency Shared Youth Vision work team provides input and support to the work of the SYV initiative.  Richard Morris serves as the Labor Project Officer for this agreement.

UPDATE: The Shared Youth Vision Federal Partnership is discussing approaches and is tentatively planning to use the funds for a series of mini-regional forums through which advanced states would work with other nearby states on moving their collaborative partnerships forward. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
Effective September 1, 2008, the Coordinating Council has made available $250,000 to HHS’ Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB) to increase the capacity of state/territorial Child Death Review (CDR) Team members to comprehensively review deaths of children and adolescents.  These funds are being used to provide support for maintaining a web site -- Interactive Best Practices for Prevention of Child and Adolescent Injuries; skill building through regional education and training of state/territorial CDR practitioners; and to implement prevention practices and programs aimed at reducing deaths of infants, children, and adolescents.  Stephanie Bryn serves as the HHS/HRSA Project Officer for this agreement.

UPDATE:  

(a) Maintaining an interactive web site which will house Best Practices for Prevention of infant, child and adolescent fatalities by cause of death.

All contracts to support this activity were in place by October 30, 2008.  Staffs from the National Center for Child Death Review and the Children’s Safety Network have completed two drafts of the five new modules for the website: pedestrian deaths and fire deaths.  Following internal review, these two modules will undergo external peer review.  Both modules should be available on the website January, 2009.   Drafts for asphyxia and poisonings are in first draft form.  The website structure is being remodeled to support the new modules and the approach used to identify the best practices will be described.  

(b) Conduct co-leadership activities in conjunction with five (5) regional education and training of state CDR Coordinators and CDR team members focused on improving skills and abilities to implement Best Practices for Prevention of infant, child and adolescent fatalities.

A planning committee of state CDR, injury prevention and MCH leaders has been organized to support the symposium/regional workshops.  Symposium Goals and Objective have been finalized.  Four subcommittees will be working to: 1.) Develop pre-Symposium skills building workshops; 2.) Develop the Symposium program and agenda; 3.) Design mechanisms to involve national partners, especially justice,  and promote the Symposium; and 4.) Design special events to promote networking and champion CDR successes in preventing child deaths. A message to participants will be sent in December to ascertain the location of the regional workshops/symposium; topics of primary interest; and potential issues regarding obtaining travel approvals.  

(c) Provide a minimum of 25 follow up technical assistance with participants to review and evaluate their effectiveness of improving collaborations and writing and implementing actionable prevention focused CDR recommendations.

Although the Best Practices for Prevention web site is not complete, staff from the National Center for Child Death Review has made site visits to seven states to provide education and training on how to utilize the Best Practices for Prevention website to develop effective recommendations and take actions to prevent deaths.  State personnel that have received this training include:  Arizona, Hawaii, Indiana, Missouri, Tennessee, Texas, and Wisconsin.  The new CDR Case Reporting system in use now by 28 states will be used to document and track the types of recommendations and actions states are taking as a result of their reviews.

December, 2008
