Methodology

This review examines the latest literature available about past and current comprehensive community initiatives (CCIs) with a special focus on those that address risk and protective factors known to be associated with delinquent activity. Sources cited in the bibliography do not represent an exhaustive list of all relevant literature; rather they represent accessible literature regarding specific CCIs identified by the Coordinating Council on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention and sources relating to other youth and family initiatives with a focus on systems change.

A systematic snowball approach was used to search for literature related to Council-identified initiatives. Each round began with a search on the initiative’s Web site. The team reviewed publications provided on the Web site and then branched to other publications that were referenced in site publications. In addition, initiative staff were contacted to access the most recent and comprehensive evaluation and were asked for recommendations of relevant studies or publications. 

The project team identified other sources cited in the review through a search of national and international databases. They performed search queries of each database using the following terms: interagency cooperation, collaboration, comprehensive community initiative, systems change, and partnership.  The database search included:

· EBSCO Host databases 

· International Political Science Abstracts, Military and Government Collection, and Public Administration Abstracts 

· ProQuest databases

· All ABI/Inform and Dissertations and Theses 

· CSA databases 

· Social Service Abstracts, Sociological Abstracts, and Worldwide Political Science Abstracts; 

· U.S. Department of Justice’s National Criminal Justice Reference Service Abstracts; 

· WorldCat 

· Criminal Justice Abstracts 

· Ebscohost 

· Lexis-Nexis

· ERIC. 

In addition, the literature search included the Web sites of foundations and organizations with established initiatives focusing on systems change and outcomes for youth and their families (e.g., Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, The Annie E. Casey Foundation, and Aspen Institute Roundtable on Community Change).

Finally, the project team drew from sources identified or contributed by members of the Federal Partnerships Project work team and by participants in a forum of professionals (including funders, practitioners, and researchers) engaged with CCIs. The forum was convened in July 2008 to review and provide feedback on draft guidelines that form the basis of the CCI Toolkit for Federal Managers. 

